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enemy's centre. The Irish, protected by a hastily formed
breastwork, repelled successfully every attack; and Saint Ruth
shouted victory as he beheld the best troops of England
recoiling in defeat An effort was next made to turn the Irish
left; at this critical moment Saint Ruth was slain; and Sarsfield,
on whom the command devolved, was not only ignorant of the
plans of his chief, but had received positive orders not to
employ the reserve. The attack on Aghrim proved at last
successful, very probably owing to this untoward accident; the
whole Irish army gave way by degrees, but it fought heroically
while a chance was left The hatred of the victors was seen in
a hideous butchery; thousands of corpses marked the line of^
the rout
The broken wreck of the Irish army drifted in part to
Galway, and in part to Limerick. Galway opened its gates in
a few days ; most of the towns in Munster and Connaught,
which held out for James, were soon given up to his rival's
troops; Limerick alone continued to defy the enemy. After
the defeat of William, the year before, the city had been the
scene of bickerings between Berwick, the nominal governor,
Tyrconnell, and the officers of the Irish garrison; the defences
appear to have not been improved. Ginkle advanced cautiously
against the place, and invested it with methodical care; he had
evidently not forgotten the lesson taught by the assault He
kept within his lines for nearly a month, before he ventured to
risk an attack; the chief bridge leading into Limerick was then
all but captured, and a fort outside it was successfully stormed.
By this time Tyrconnell had died; the heads of the extinct
government of James were within the town, and sighed for
relief; the Irish soldiery, cowed by the horrors of Aghrim,
seemed unwilling to prolong a now hopeless contest Sarsfield,
with true judgment, resolved to make terms, while arms still
remained in his hands; and he entered into parleys with
Ginkle, The capitulation was agreed to on the 3rd of October